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Simon Star
Living and working with London’s street homeless

Rough sleeping ban –
Illogical, inhuman and a waste of everyone’s time
WESTMINSTER council has proposed to make rough
sleeping and the distribution of food illegal in the Victoria
area.
We are obviously really worried about this and have been
working with others to oppose the proposal.
By the time this issue gets to you, the consultation
period will have closed but below are some of the
arguments we’ll be using to stop this change happening
and propose a more humane solution.
We feel that this might be a test to gauge the waters for
more robust action and will be responding accordingly.
Firstly, banning rough sleeping in a certain area will push
rough sleepers into other areas, and with not deal with
their issues.
It feels a bit like Westminster have just got frustrated with
a lot of the symptoms of a national problem with street
homelessness appearing on their patch and have lashed
out.
On one level it is an understandable response for a
council under pressure to cut funding to push the
problem out of their borough but for the people we
serve it is an undeserved attack on them.
Secondly, giving out food to hungry people should not
be treated as a criminal act.
The evidence that soup runs ‘prolong rough sleeping’ is
flimsy. When you balance this against the evidence that
good nutrition and strong relationships create healthy
human lives the proposal seems like an even bigger
overreaction. The service is a lifeline to a lot of people.
We understand that one of the main reasons for the
proposed ban is a reaction to complaints from local residents and business people.
We should have some sympathy here, we know that
groups of rough sleepers can seem intimidating and we

have seen some of the rubbish people leave
behind. Why not move to crack down on people
leaving any cups or plastic bags behind? That would
help us all leave the place tidy and make sure the impact
on the local residents is minimised.
Let’s not treat people the same way we treat
rubbish. Create a bye law, tidy up the problem.
One of the other arguments proposed is that soup runs
are better done indoors where you can offer a more
dignified service and are less intimidating. There might be
something in this, we should know as we started our
street café in the space outside a church as a move
towards that approach.
Sadly though, we have been trying for some months and
without success to find another venue to run another
such service.
We also know that a mobile service that moves around
London spreads out our provision. Several stops on our
run mean that we see people in smaller groups rather
than in one large group, which is important when you’re
trying to engage people in conversation and build
relationships.
This is an ongoing discussion about what works best and
we’d be open to suggestions about how to do things
differently or better. An outright ban is just plain wrong.
Finally, it seems like an enormous waste of everybody’s
time to push this through. Councillors will have to
debate it, lawyers will have to write the paperwork,
police will have to enforce it, voluntary organisations like
us will have to fight it. All of this when we’re supposed
to be pitching in to do our bit for our fellow man under
the ‘big society’.
Dave Clark is a Simon Community Trustee

Community Report
GREETINGS from the Community and thanks to
everyone who continues to support our work
whether by donating money, by donating time or
in any other way. We simply would not be able
to carry on without your support.
Those of you who attended the Annual General
Meeting on 19th February at St Silas Church, in
Malden Road, will have been brought up to date
with many of our concerns and activities. For
those who couldn’t make it, I thought it would be
worthwhile to highlight a few points from the
event.
The AGM is an important occasion, not just for
conducting the business of financial reporting,
electing trustees and so forth, but also it is a very
valuable opportunity for people to get together.
I certainly found it very useful and met, for the
first time, some very interesting people – several
of whom had been around the community for
many years.
It is really helpful for me as a newcomer to get the
perspective of people with experience of how the
community functioned in the past. It is gratifying
that many of the bright ideas we think we are
pioneering, turn out to be “the way we used to
do things”, as more than one person told me.
It seems to me that the Simon Community
stands, as it has so often in the past, at the beginning of a new and exciting phase of its
existence. We are all working hard to bring the
Community firmly into the modern world while
remaining true to our founding principles.
At the AGM we were reminded that the Simon
Community manifesto of 1965 said:

P.O. Box 1187, London, NW5 4HW
Tel: 020 7485 6639
Email: info@simoncommunity.org.uk
www.simoncommunity.org.uk

“Simon was based on firm foundations, but its
non-rigid framework and structure could be
altered to meet the demands of the work. As a
community it is a living body...it cannot be static
and it must never fear change.”
Our current thinking and our approach to change
and progress fits well with this fundamental
principle. We see it as vital that the ethos – the
firm foundations – are continually renewed and
reasserted so that these principles can inform all
future development.
The world has changed a great deal in the 48
years since the Community started and so has the
world of street homelessness. We have to adapt
to remain relevant, but we all know that it is
essential that this is done in line with the original
intention of action motivated by love and true
respect for all those with whom we work.
What we are trying to do day to day, is to spot
opportunities to be kind and to take those
opportunities. It is possible to lose touch with this
and to concentrate on the admittedly important
areas of providing food and clothing and other
material things, but I think that the essential work
is
• To provide human contact
• To provide respect for a fellow human being
• To provide companionship
Many things will change in the coming months
and years but this will remain the approach of the
Simon Community.
Bob Baker is Director of the Simon Community

The Night Shelter
FOR the second year running a night shelter
has been running St Martin’s Church, Gospel
Oak from December 1st until March 31st.
Every night from 7pm to 9am the shelter provides a comfortable and friendly place to
stay for six people who otherwise would
face a cold night on the streets in wintertime.
Robert S, 49, tells Simon Star how the shelter has
helped him this year.
‘I have lived in the UK for over 20 years and was
married for 8 years. But after my divorce
everything went into a downward spiral. I lost
custody of my daughter, then my job working on
building sites and then my house. My story is a
common story. I’ve been homeless since 1996.
‘I’ve spent years in hostels and living in and out of
squats. I hate hostels though as I managed to
stop drinking and many are full of junkies and
drinkers. I got myself off all of that and don’t
want to be around it.
‘I prefer squats and stayed for 7 years in one place
in Surrey Quays, but I have been all over. I’ve also
lived on the streets in the The Strand and the City.
‘Simon Community is so well known and for
years I’ve been helped with soup runs and tea
runs and hospitality, so I heard about the night
shelter through word of mouth.
‘I was on the streets for four weeks before I came
here. It was so cold in December. I used to have
two sleeping bags and boxes and you can survive
okay even in minus temperatures, but it’s hard.
‘You feel down in the cold. The weather brings
you down and makes things seem even worse.
When I came to this place it boosted me. Made
me feel able to think about what to do and where
to go next.
‘I always get a hot meal here. People are friendly
and warm. I feel safe and it lifts me.’
Lucy, 25, has volunteered for SC for 2 years and
sometimes stays over to help in the night shelter.
‘I was a bit nervous the first night I helped out as
I wasn’t sure what to expect.
But everyone is so friendly and the guys who use
the shelter are lovely and very easy to talk too.

There’s a real communal feel.
‘My job was simply to make sure everyone arrived
okay and got something to eat. Sometimes the
guys just want to go straight to bed as they’ve
had long tiring days outside on the street. Other
times we watch a film. We saw Shawshank
Redemption last week. In the morning after
everyone wakes up the guys tidy up their beds,
sweep and wash the floors and clean everything
straight away themselves. They take care to leave
it exactly as they found it.’
Andy O’Brien, night shelter co-ordinator, said:
‘The shelter is run by volunteers. We have helpers
from SC and also the local community in the area.
I delivered 200 leaflets in the local area, asking
people to help and we got 8 responses which is
fantastic. Some local residents now cook meals at
home and bring them in for the shelter or stay
overnight to help.
‘We’re always full and sometimes have to turn
people away. We can only ask people to go to
other agencies in those cases. It’s just a good
place for people to stay, safe and warm and see
through the worst of the winter time.
It’s something the Simon Community should be
proud of.’
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Lent Appeal
THE roots of Simon go deep.
We
talk
about
long-term
commitment to those who need
our support. The recent AGM
showed how strong and abiding
that is. There were people
attending for whom Anton had
started the community nearl
productive members of society
again for 20 or 30 years or more.
Others there had been around
Simon for 30 or 40 years and
were
still
engaged
and
sustained by the community.
It is the drive and passion of our volunteers and
supporters that makes this possible.
We have been marking time for most of the last
year as we have looked hard at how best to
manage the organisation. With Bob Baker,
Director and Philip Hole, services co-ordinator we
now have both a good structure and a good team
that will allow us to work with many more
people and help them to leave the streets.
St Joe’s continues to be the flagship of the
Community but is bursting at the seams. The
resident group there continue to help as much as
they can with the Community’s work. The house
is open for hospitality 3 days a week with up to
80 people visiting for companionship, something
to eat, the chance to wash their clothes or have a
shower. All our outreach work, tea and soup
runs, street cafes are prepared and run from
there. Volunteer workers live in. The
management of the whole community is run
from a room in the house. In addition, thanks to
the local church, we have a separate residential
house and over the winter have run a small night

shelter in the church itself with help from some of
the congregation.
We really need to find new premises so that we
can spread the work better and be more effective
in all that we do.
As you know we receive no government funding.
This has advantages and drawbacks, especially in
the current financial crisis. The advantages are
that we have no funding or contracts to lose; the
disadvantages are that many homeless
organisations have already lost funding for
sections of their work with much more to
come. This is almost certain to increase the
number of people on the streets. Many more
organisations will be looking for help from the
limited number of grant-making trusts on which
we too rely to help with our costs.
To help counter this we are joining with the
Cyrenians in London to reconnect with all the
extended family of Simon and Cyrenian inspired
projects in England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales
so that we can help and support each other
through these difficult times.
But this will not bring in any more money so
inevitably we still need your help. We have always
made our annual appeal for money in Lent. We
are named for Simon of Cyrene who helped
Christ carry his cross. We cannot solve people’s
problems but we can try to provide the chance
for them to learn how to do that for themselves.
That is all we can aspire to, to help each person
we meet on the streets bear the burden they
carry so that they too can put down roots and
find a place for themselves in the world.
Please give what you can.
MT Gibson-Watt is Simon Community Chair

Love at First Sight
Steve Barnes is leaving, here he explains why...

THE Simon Community? It was love at first sight.
I remember it well: Kings Cross, the year 2000.
The community had a night-shelter at the back of
the station, allowing the guys on the street brief
respite – to clean-up, to rest, to have some space.
Walking into the place was like nothing else, and
so different from the institutionalised settings of
professional hostels and day-centre. It could
often appear as though nothing was going on people chatting, drinking tea, meeting - but
something was going on all right: a very gradual
process of unfolding – of understanding each
other, of integration – a drawing together of a
bunch of disparate people into an intentional
community.
In the intervening years, this gentle approach, this
way of life has remained buoyant – like a cork
that might occasionally be submerged beneath
the waves, only to pop back up again with twice
the force. Sometimes I have wondered if the cork
would re-emerge from the swell, but I have
realised now that it always does.
It’s easy to talk about community in high-falutin’
terms. I know because I do it a great deal. The
reality obviously involves a lot of hard-work.
We ask our volunteers to “live and work” in the
community. The working bit can be a hard slog,
but is manageable, with self-discipline and

commitment. It is the living part that can prove to
be most difficult. The tendency can be to just
work hard, to do stuff, to be active, whereas
periods of inactivity and quiet are of equal
importance. It’s only by stopping that we can start
getting to know people. It’s easy to forget. For a
long time, when I entered St. Joe’s one of the
things I would end up doing first was wrapping
the cheese up properly, so that it didn’t go crusty
– and later, complaining that no-one had
wrapped the cheese. I realise in hindsight that
this sounds rather odd. I eventually realised that it
was the people eating the cheese that I should
spend my time with, rather than the cheese itself.
The day-to-day stresses of community living can
grind down even the most positive and energetic
of people. The community can only sustain itself
through the connections and understanding we
forge with each other. Obviously, what we are
asking our volunteers to do is “love and work”
with the homeless, but the type-setter read the
wording wrongly when he put the transfer on the
van. I made up that last bit. However..
I have decided to stand-down as a trustee. It’s
been in the post for a while. I originally stood
some years ago in order to oppose a merger. At
least that is how I remember it. This threat has
long-since passed and with the arrival of brilliant
Bob (the new director) and a fresh chapter about
to begin, I feel like now is the time to fade into
the background. I will be focusing the time I do
have on outreach and visits. We are, I think, at a
point where the cork will shortly emerge from
beneath the waves. I wish the remaining trustees,
Bob Baker and Philip Hole (services co-ordinator)
and the wider community all the very best of luck.
May you remain eternally buoyant!
Steve Barnes was a Simon Community Trustee

On The Streets
ALASTAIR Murray reviews a new feature length
documentary from award winning film maker
Penny Woolcock giving London's street homeless
people a voice.
Film maker Penny Woolcock spent eight months
amongst London’s street homeless people,
sharing in their daily struggles and routines, and
this film shows clearly that for many the least of
their problems is finding somewhere to live.
Those who take part in the film speak openly and
with insight about their difficulties, and the
stories and circumstances they reveal are often
troubling. From the young Eastern Europeans
begging and drinking strong cider in Waterloo, to
the traumatised young woman in conversation

with far from friendly voices in her head, this
makes for uncomfortable viewing. Those who
have found a place to live often have to face the
same inner demons as when they were on the
streets, and with little help and support.
The one voice missing in the film for me was of
those who are reaching out to support homeless
people, including the Simon Community. If this
was the only film someone saw about
homelessness they might get the false impression
that no-one is doing anything to help. What is
clear, though, is that despite the best efforts of all
the charities helping people move into homes of
their own, the streets are where some people feel
safest and what they know best.

To raise extra funds for the
Community, in October 2011
Shannon Kyle will be joining
the charity challenge team to
do a trek in Peru up to the
famous Machu Picchu site.
SHE aims to raise £2.3k to take part in the tough
challenge.
Here she tells what the challenge will involve.
‘I will be joining the charity challenge team, the
same organisation who helped a team of
celebrities up Kilimajaro last year.
The challenge we face is assigned the ‘tough’
status which means anyone taking part must
undertake some training and expect a rocky ride.
It’s the alternative trail to the tourist Inca route
and we will be passing through communities who
live on the land.

We will be climbing at altitudes of 4200 feet and
over 8 days and we can expect a fair few blisters
and difficult days camping.
At the time of going to press I’ve raised 40% of
my target so far.. but I still have a way to go. If
anyone would like to donate anything however
big or small I’d be very grateful.
To donate please visit the website:
www.justgiving.com/shannon-kyle or post to the
usual SC address. Thanks for your help!

From Hartlepool with Love
John Lormor, 53, has been a full-time volunteer for a year. Previously
working as an electrician in Hartlepool, John explains to Simon Star why
he wanted to help to leave his home town and come to London to help...
I follow my football team Hartlepool United
everywhere, including to London, so I often saw
homeless people on my trips. But when you’re on
a trip you’re always v busy, you get off the train,
rush to see the game, or theatre or dinner or
whatever you’re doing.. and then you’re off
again. There is no time.
I’d see homeless people, give them spare change
for a cup of tea or whatever but never stopped
for longer than a quick chat. I’d get home and
think: ‘I wish I could more.’
So after being laid off at work I applied to be a
volunteer at SC. Within ten days I’d done my 48
trial and had moved to London. It was all very
quick.
So many of my preconceived ideas about homeless people have changed. When the night shelter closed last year we offered to help six of the
users to find somewhere else but four of them
politely declined.
I couldn’t believe it. Why wouldn’t anyone accept
help to get off the streets? And then I realised
they preferred it in some ways. Hostels are not
good places for some people.
You get to know people and care about them.
One guy always slept in a boat docking canopy
on Waterloo. He stuck in my mind as he’d been
on the streets for 15 years.
One day we turned up on a soup run and the
docking station has been boarded up. He’d lost
his patch.
I thought: ‘Oh no!’ and I had no idea where he’d
gone or what had happened.
A few weeks later I finally caught up with him at
another street cafe and he’d found a hostel. He
was also being offered another place. Although
he was cautious about what was happening next.
He didn’t want to accept anything and thought:
‘Good on you.’ There’s no point in getting a place

and then not being happy and ending up back on
the streets.
I love the street work the most. I like chatting to
people, feeding and watering them. You feel like
you’ve done your bit and made a difference. Back
home my mates take the mickey about what I’m
doing, my girlfriend calls me a ‘martyr’ but they
are all interested in the work and know I am
pleased I did it.
The hours can be tiring as a volunteer. You can
start at 9am and not always finish until 10pm. I
get ratty when I’m tired, as everyone does. We all
rant and rave, it lasts five minutes and then you’re
all okay again. We all get on in the house, it’s a
good feeling.
I am not sure if my skills working with homeless
would be useful in Hartlepool. If you spent just
one night on the street you’d probably get a B&B
straight away. I might stay on here, as a part-time
volunteer or always want to help. I am so glad I
have done this.

Ending street homelessness:
What’s the problem?
In February we held an Indaba – the Zulu word for meeting – at Bloomsbury
Baptist Church in London’s West End to discuss ending street homelessness.
Each group was asked to discuss the question ‘Ending street homelessness:
What’s the problem?’ SC Trustee Dave Clarke was at the meeting.
Here are some of the things discussed:
THE varied needs of rough sleepers require a wide
range of responses. For example, a lack of legal
entitlements for many who are homeless means
they have no recourse to public funds.
There is also not enough emergency accommodation, and the question of who would be responsible for such emergency accommodation was
raised.
Street homelessness should also be seen as a society wide problem that needs a long-term
approach. At the moment it seems there are a
number of different agencies all with the same
aim, but all with different approaches.
Homelessness services are not always available to
people in the area where they have lived, and
tend to be clustered in Central London.
There is a need for better coordination of services, as at the moment they often have different
agendas and can overlap without proper communication.
Hostels are often perceived by rough sleepers as
intimidating places and an undesirable option.
This is a huge problem as it means that for many
individuals unwilling to enter a hostel, because it
appears unsafe and unpleasant, sleeping on the
streets is a rational decision.
The lack of uniform mental health assessment
and provision means that individuals are often
lost in the system when they most need help.
There is a lack of ‘move on’ options available to
organisations who are trying to help homeless
people and resources are not being managed
properly.
Cuts to funding will lead to a greater flow of people becoming homeless.
There is a problem of public perception of homelessness which is often lacking in information and

which is not conducive to communities taking
responsibility for problems on their own
doorstep.
Combined with the media focus on 2012, this
means that often it is the quickest route to ending homeless that is chosen by the authorities,
and that this might not be the best route.
After discussing the problems, we talked of solutions. A proactive approach would take the form
of plugging the gaps in the social care system, the
criminal justice system, etc. to reduce the likelihood that an individual might become homeless.
The voluntary sector has the capacity to be more
ambitious and more cooperation is needed
between different services, such as the police,
social services and the health care system, to find
solutions to a problem which affects all of them.
It is essential to involve service users in decisions
about services.
Quicker, better assessment of needs is also
required and immediate emergency accommodation should be available to everyone regardless of
circumstances or entitlements.
Coordination of services across boroughs to prevent rough sleepers having to continually 'hopscotch' between boroughs in order to make use
of a complete range of services.
Government and police led enforcement was
raised, and whether this was a valid approach.
This included whether it would be profitable to
ban begging and what the knock on effects of
this might be.
More organisations, such as night shelters, need
to have the rights to refer service users on to the
services that can help them and be able to have
access to information about service users.

Budgens Help Promote
Homelessness Week
HOMELESSNESS and Poverty Action week landed
on January 30th to February 7th this year and
Budgens in Belsize Park allowed SC to hold a stall
at the front of the shop to help promote this
week.
Andy O’Brien spent each day greeting customers,
talking to them about SC and even singing! Here
he explains how the week went:
‘It was a very busy
week. I must have
spoken to hundreds
of people. So many
were interested to
hear about Simon
and what we do.
One guy had been
helped by the community years ago
and came to thank
me. He said: ‘I have a
job and a family now
and it was thanks to
what you did.’
Others didn’t know
we existed, which
amazed me as we’re
not far from the area
and have been going
for 48 years. It was
good to let them
know.
We raised £580 during the week. One
lady went to a cash
point and returned
with a £20 note.
Andrew Thornton, the store’s owner, arranged
for a hamper to be raffled. His staff were so helpful and friendly too. It was just a perfect way of
reaching people on a grassroots level. To tell
them: ‘Look we are here, this is what we do, can
you help?’

Andrew Thornton, the owner of Budgens and
supporter of SC, explains why he wanted to get
involved:
‘Being an active part of our local community is
one of the key principles behind Thornton’s
Budgens and is part of our overall approach to
running a more sustainable business.
I believe that there is an alternative to the
‘detached’ centralised approach taken by the
major
supermarket
chains. Being more
sustainable means not
dishing out free throw
away carrier bags to
every customer.
Through our ‘Pennies
for Plastic’ scheme,
everything we save by
not doing this is channelled into a trust fund
for local projects. So
far we have saved
6.5m carrier bags and
given away £65,000
to over 25 organisations, including funding a new boiler for
The
Simon
Community Shelter in
Kentish Town.
It also means that we
can’t bear throwing
out food that is perfectly edible although
technically past its sell
by date. In our Belsize
store, we have been
working with the
Simon Community to use this food to feed people at the shelter. In Crouch End, we have
worked with Food Cycle to set up a Cafe in
Stroud Green. As a society, we have become very
wasteful. To me, a little effort in harnessing some
of this waste for ‘re-use’ can go along way..

News From The Community
This is an interesting and exciting time for the
Community.
Among our various current activities we have
been discussing plans to bring together the many
organisations which were born from the Simon
Community, with a view to working more collaboratively and pooling resources. I have been
working with Bob Baker and Tracey Dann of the
London Cyrenians on this idea of bringing people
together to investigate the idea. So far we have
found a great deal of enthusiasm for all sorts of
joint working.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to
our initial meeting on 22nd March where representatives from organisations from all over Britain
will meet in London to investigate what opportunities people think there might be in forming a
federation.
We are keen to build on our joint history and heritage to find ways of sharing and supporting each
other in what will be the difficult times ahead.
We look forward to being able to report progress
on this very exciting opportunity in the coming
months.
Also occupying us a great deal has been the campaign against Westminster Council’s attempt to
bring in a bylaw outlawing rough sleeping and
the distribution of free food to poor people in a
large area of Victoria. This has brought together
many organisations, initially through the Soup
Run Forum, who are actively campaigning against
the proposal. It has been very heartening to see
such support for resisting this initiative. We have
received a lot of coverage in the media and you
can keep up to date with this on the news section

of the website:
http://www.simoncommunity.org.uk/news.html.
Our Annual General Meeting in February was
well attended and it was very good to meet old
and new friends and to celebrate together the
many achievements of the year. The Community
is in a good place right now – very optimistic and
forward looking. Our recently appointed Director
and Services Coordinator are working well
together and have both recently passed their
respective three month appraisals. The involvement of these new staff has brought fresh perspectives, new ideas and very welcome enthusiasm for tackling the range of challenges the
Community faces.
We also have a new Treasurer Emma Ciechan,
who is getting to grips with the finances and who
is proving to be a real asset. Emma is also keen
to work as a part time volunteer and is particularly valuable as an experienced driver.
Another recently recruited volunteer is Jenny
Jones the Green Party member of the London
Assembly. Some people may remember that
Jenny used to work as a volunteer with the
Community between 1998 and 2000 and she has
revived her interest as a result of our campaigning
against the proposed Westminster Council
bylaw. She is keen to help both with our campaign and with the practical work of the community. So there are positive consequences of the
very negative things going on in Westmenister.
Interesting times.
MT Gibson-Watt is Simon Community Chair

We welcome your thoughts, comments,
story ideas and feedback.
If you want to get in touch, then please email Simon Star
editor Shannon Kyle on contactshannonkyle@gmail.com
or visit our website www.simoncommunity.org.uk.

Simon Star
NEWS ROUND UP

THANK YOU

THE community has a new transit van ,
it’s about two and a half years old with all
mod-cons, even has a rear parking sensor.

SIMON Star would like to thank
Streetlytes and Rudi Richardson it's
founder. They have taken the Simon
Community as a sister community
and we have taken them on board
in the same capacity.
Everyone in the homeless sector has
nothing but praise for Rudi, he does not
care about where you were sleeping the
night before if you need something to
eat or you need someone to talk to his
door is open to anyone in that need.

There are three new full time volunteers
starting in the next few weeks, one of which
started a few days ago. Eleanor and Becky
left this month.
As always we’d like to thank them for all
their help.
So far there are eighty postal donations
totalling £3682. More postal donations do
come in but without the Simon Star form I
don’t include them in the Simon Star total.
Simon Community bought a whopping
506 pairs of DM boots at a hugely discounted price to give away
to homeless people.
So far 460 pairs have
been given away to
those living on the
streets or people who
have recently been
rehoused and couldn’t
afford new shoes.
Two dozen were also
given to homeless
charity Streetlytes who
also handed some
out...

Right: SC volunteer and
fundraiser Andy O’Brien
with some of the many
boots.

Chelsea and David Brown
Andrew Thornton and all the staff in
Budgen’s Belsize Park.

Ways of Giving
Please complete this form and return it with your donation to:
The Simon Community
P.O. Box 1187
London
NW5 4HW
Alternatively you can make a secure donation online via our website,
why not visit us at: www.simoncommunity.org.uk
The Gift Aid scheme is for gifts of money by individuals who pay UK tax. Basic rate tax
is 20 per cent, so this means that if you give £10 using Gift Aid, it’s worth £12.50 to the
charity. For donations between 6 April 2008 and 5 April 2011 the charity or CASC will
also get a separate government supplement of three pence on every pound you give.

Title:

Initial:

Surname:

Address:
Post code:
Issue 115 • Spring 2011

Please treat:
q The enclosed gift of £ _________ as a Gift Aid donation; OR
q All gifts of money that I make today and in the future as Gift Aid donations until
I notify you otherwise; OR
q All gifts of money that I have made in the past 6 years and all future gifts of
money that I make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations until I
notify you otherwise.
Signature:
Telephone:
Email:

Date:
Mobile:

/

/

Please notify us if you change your name or address OR if your circumstances change and you
no longer pay sufficient income tax and/or capital gains tax.
Please tick the appropriate box(es).

I would like:
q further information on including Simon in my will;
q I would like further information on volunteering as
a q trustee, q co-worker OR q worker;
q I would like to receive Simon Star by q email OR q post.
I enclose:
q a cheque/postal order made payable to “The Simon Community”.

