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Simon Star
Living and working with London’s street homeless

New Rights Guide for Rough Sleepers
SIMON Community volunteers and workers have been
supporting the new Rights Guide for Rough Sleepers.
The guide was produced by Liberty and Housing Justice,
who - along with other charities including Simon - have
become alarmed about how the human rights of rough
sleepers are being increasingly threatened by the authorities. The guide clearly sets out the rights of homeless people so they can know what their legal position is.
In the run-up to the 2012 Olympics, which is also Boris
Johnson's deadline for ending rough sleeping in London,
the number and the severity of enforcement measures
against rough sleepers has been growing. Simon volunteers regularly speak to distressed rough sleepers who have
been woken up and moved along - or stopped and
searched - several times a night, and certain areas are now
out-of-bounds for two or more rough sleepers, to name
but a few.
The guide gives a clear, plain English explanation of the law
regarding issues like stop-and-search, arrest, dispersal
zones and urinating in public places. It has been drawn up
in collaboration with homeless people who have reported
the most common and most distressing problems they
experience. There are already plans to translate the guide
into other languages, including Polish.
Apart from Housing Justice and Liberty, the charities
involved in drawing up the guide include The Pavement
and Z2K. Funding came from the London Church Leaders
Group and Christian Action in Housing.
At the launch event at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church
in London, Sally Leigh, London Co-ordinator of Housing
Justice said: "We believe it is crucial to let homeless people

know their rights. Hopefully this guide will help protect
some of our most vulnerable people in society from further
trouble with the law and prevent further personal misery."
Val Stevenson of The Pavement added: "We are inundated with readers' letters asking if they are being treated
unlawfully. Producing this booklet was the obvious solution."
At the launch event in November, Simon workers lead
groups of volunteers and journalists to well homeless
known hot-spots in the City to begin distributing the
guide.
Since then, there has been widespread media coverage,
including in the Guardian and the BBC.
Enforcement approaches against certain types of antisocial behaviour associated with some rough sleepers may
be necessary at times, but many of the vulnerable people
the Community is in touch with feel they are being increasingly persecuted simply for not having a home. If they do
not wish to take up the offer of a hostel bed - even when
their experience of the hostel is not very positive - then the
authorities turn increasingly quickly to these questionable
tactics.
Community volunteers are monitoring the situation, and
this new guide is a useful tool to help clarify the legal and
human rights of all people in society, whether or not they
are housed.
Copies of the guide are available from Housing Justice
www.housingjustice.org.uk or The Pavement www.thepavement.org.uk
Alastair Murray is a Simon Community trustee.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from the Simon Community
If you would like to make a donation then turn
to the form on the back page. Thank you.

Notes From The Chair
SOMETIMES you have to work hard to achieve
what you set out to do. This is proving to be the
case in Simon at the moment. Our outreach services continue to be the talk of the town and are
much valued by those who receive them. We
currently run four street cafes, two tea runs and
two soup runs per week and the house is open
for hospitality three days a week. This represents
a lot of work for a small organisation. Workers
and co-workers spend a great deal of their time
preparing for and carrying out outreach and hospitality. All of this has meant that work with
those who live in the house has not received the
attention that it should have. This is a balance
that we seek to correct.
A Simon House needs a structure. It needs to be
somewhere where those who live can learn the
sort of skills that you and I take for granted: relating to each other on a day-to-day basis. It needs
to feel like a good family, an atmosphere that is
difficult to achieve with so many disparate people. The basic framework is one of meetings, primarily the breakfast meeting. Here day-by-day
the community meets, discusses what happened
the day before, resolves any issues that rose the
previous day and agrees tasks for the day ahead.
There should be a house meeting each week and
regular community meetings. All who are in
Simon should be at these meetings. They are
essential for drawing all in the community
together.
Just as we would eat together in a family, having
meals together is another way of building community. In a Simon Community house, an evening
meal is a good way to do so. Events where we
can have fun together, such as the recent quiz
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night at the pub
over the road, are
another
good
opportunity for
the whole community to come
together.
On
C h r i s t m a s
Day the community will eat lunch
together courtesy
of a generous
landlord in South London.
In the work that we do basic rules are essential.
In Simon's case no drinks, drugs or violence are
allowed in the house. If someone contravenes
these rules they are asked to leave and come back
the following morning. The incident is then discussed in detail at the breakfast meeting the following morning and the resulting action is
agreed. Ensuring the rules are enforced is the
responsibility of the whole community. The front
door needs to be closed, something that has
been hard to ensure now that smoking is not
allowed in the house, and as far as possible
potential issues need to be addressed at the front
door.
So the Community needs to be re-balanced. The
much-improved and much-valued outreach services need to continue, but more time needs to be
given to those who live in the house. The sense of
community needs to be rebuilt; we need to live
together better and with a greater sense of purpose.
John Yeudall is chair of the trustees

The campaign continues...
IN NOVEMBER, the Mayor of London's office
announced that the number of "entrenched
rough sleepers" in the capital has been reduced
by two thirds. Of the 205 homeless people they
describe as "famous faces", they claim 138 are
now off the streets and in some form of accommodation. "Only 67 left to go!" was the excited
call from City Hall.
Now we are in no position to confirm or deny this
claim that years of rough sleeping has been
brought to an end. We have not seen the figures
and do not know where the 138 are now.
But let’s talk about what we do know. Jeremy
Swain is the chief executive of homeless charity
Thames Reach and member of the London
Delivery Board - a partnership established by the
Mayor which aims to end rough sleeping by
2012.
He said: “I am delighted that the Delivery Board
has encouraged street outreach teams to find
new, imaginative ways of helping London’s most
vulnerable and chaotic rough sleepers to leave
the street behind for good.”
Yet is life on the streets ever that simple?
When we joined the launch of the Rights Guide
for Rough Sleepers’ earlier this month, these
"new, imaginative ways of helping’ seemed significantly less encouraging. We hear the same
stories of ‘welfare checks’ at 3am, washing down

places where people sleep, moving people on
three or four times in a night - the same things
we’ve heard for the past year or so.
I’d dearly love to understand how people are
being encouraged to leave the street, after all, it’s
not a safe place to be.
I’m convinced outreach workers have a great
number of skills for working with people, offering
accommodation and all the persuasion and trust
building that requires. When these coercive tactics are still being used, my question is, is this a
price worth paying?
I know I won’t be allowed much time on the
moral high ground here so let me retreat to a
more practical argument. I am not convinced
that pursuing somebody through the streets of
London as they try to sleep is the best way to
"engage" with them. Surely this pushes people
away from outreach services and not into accommodation?
We’ll be keeping track on the 138 people (and
the remaining 67) as we continue our own street
work, soup runs and outreach activity over
Christmas and the years to come. Rough sleeping remains a massive challenge to the way we
live together in London. Despite these claims, I’m
not sure we have found the answer.
Dave Clark is a co-worker and a trustee

Simon Community workers attend special
homeless event organised by the Mayor of London
TACKLING Homelessness, Changing Lives aimed
to celebrate the role volunteers play in working
with the capital's homelessness organisations to
transform the lives of rough sleepers this
Christmas and beyond.
Boris Johnson spoke at the event - organised by
homeless charities Crisis and Housing Justice and praised the work undertaken by volunteers,
whilst pledging to fund new ideas and projects to
help get people off the streets.
A key focus of the event was to emphasise the
major need for volunteers to support Christmas
outreach programmes for rough sleepers. Crisis

said it needed a large number of volunteers to
help in their shelters over the festive period.
Chief Executive Leslie Morphy told of the services
they provide, including medical advice, dental
checks and professional advice about housing,
law and training.
For more than 70 years, the Community has
relied on volunteers to help those at difficult
times in their lives with the purpose of ending
homelessness and helping vulnerable adults to
gain independent living. We are therefore grateful for the Mayor's words of support.
Eunice Filip is a co-worker
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The Trustees
Dave
Clark

Adrian
Evans

Dave joined the Community in 2005 as a
co-worker. Outside of the Simon Community he
works in the international division of Help the
Aged as a project manager, working with older
people's organizations in Eastern Europe and the
Western Balkans.

Adrian joined the Community as treasurer.
Adrian qualified as a chartered management
accountant in 2004. He currently works for an
online retailer as a financial planning manager.

Ruth
Cram

M.T.
Gibson-Watt

Ruth was a Simon Community worker in 196970, and one of the original Centrepoint
volunteers. Since then she has been politically
active and has worked as a teacher, and as a
priest in the Anglican Church. Fifteen years ago,
as part of an MA, Ruth researched Simon's early
history. She resumed this research in 2007. Ruth
is keen to see the best of Simon's original ethos
lived out in the Community today.

MT joined the Community in 1967 as a volunteer
worker, meeting and marrying Anton WallichClifford. She continued to live and work in the
Community with Anton until his death in 1978
and remained working in Simon until 1980. She
has been a trustee at various times since then and
was acting director in 2002. MT has also been a
trustee of other organisations concerned with
social justice, the environment and the arts.

Alan
Cole
Alan joined the Community as a co-worker in
2000, and was elected as a trustee in 2004.
He was formerly a worker within the Community
and joined the management committee to repay
the Community for the opportunities it gave to
him. He is also an active co-worker, regularly
helping out with the early morning tea runs and
4
organising
social events for the Community.

Cynthia
Jameson
Cynthia Joined the Community as a co-worker at
the beginning of 2008. From initially an engineering background, she has had a varied career and
was at one time a social worker, working with the
mentally ill. Cynthia has served on many charity
committees over the years. She is still a very active
co-worker within the Community.

THE Simon Community's Trustee Board, its Management Committee meets
monthly to manage its affairs and plan its strategy. Day-to-day management is delegated to the Community Manager, who in turn is supported
by a part-time administrator and a number of full-time volunteers. The
Management Committee is currently comprised of the following members:

John
Yeudall

Ian
Lock
Ian became a trustee in 2006, having been the
Community's interim director for 12 months from
April 2005. His background is in general management and HR, including four years as business
services director for Ordnance Survey and eight
years as HR director for St Mungo's. Ian is now
the Secretary of the Simon Community.

Chair
John joined Simon as a volunteer in 1972 and
worked in the Community for 1½ years. He was
a member of the Management Committee from
1974 to 1989, during which time he served as
chairman and treasurer. John rejoined the
Management Committee to be part of the
process of renewal in the Community and to use
his experience to help reintroduce some of the
Simon philosophy and basic principles into the
charity's work. John is a retired architect.

Alastair
Murray
Alastair has been involved in the field of homelessness since 1991. In 2003 he became development worker with UNLEASH, Church Action
on Homelessness in London, which merged in
2006 with the national Christian campaigning
organisation Housing Justice. He has been a
supporter of the Simon Community for many
years and became a trustee in February 2008.

E-mail us if you have
any questions or concerns:
trustees@simoncommunity.org.uk

The Simon Community

Annual General Meeting
has been postponed.
It will now be held on
Saturday 27 February at 11.00
at St Silas the Martyr Church Hall, St Silas Place NW5 3QP.
Access is from Shipton Place, off Malden Road.'
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Community Report
ANOTHER December, Another Christmas.
The time of goodwill and peace to all men.
Christmas is a time for being together.
Most of the homeless people that we meet are
estranged, or physically, separated from family
and friends but somehow manage to remain
cheerful and optimistic. They are always pleased
to see the Simon van approaching whether in the
early hours of the morning or last thing at night.
The reception is always the same.
The house is gearing up for the festive season
with donations of mince pies, Christmas cakes,
socks and underwear, etc but nothing substitutes
for the gathering of family and friends.
Some of our service users receive cards but this
only tends to create an enhanced state of
emotion.
Workers and volunteers are empathetic, they
work very hard, as always, to create a feeling of
well being which is essential to good physical and
mental health. The community does its utmost to
provide care, support, friendship and a listening

ear which might help reduce the risk of
depression.
The continued support from the Simon Star readers provides not only a surge in the level of donations, at this time of year, but also a feeling of
encouragement to both workers and users of our
services.
We thank you all for this.
The community has had a good year. A full
house, outreach services second to none and
plans for expansion in the New Year.
We look forward to 2010 confidant that your
support will remain constant, that many will wish
to volunteer with the community and that we will
be able to offer a service which is of high quality
and will enable many of our service users to make
it a more comfortable, secure and happy year for
themselves.
Thank you again.
Happy 2010.
Jo Nurse is Community Manager.

Upcoming Events
December 21st 5:00 - 7:00pm
Christmas dinner at St Mary le Strand church
on the Strand, London. All welcome.

December 24 to January
Tea run each day, volunteers needed. Soup runs on Wednesday
and Thursdays, Street cafes on Monday evenings, Wednesday
mornings and Saturday and Sunday afternoon. For more
information please email Alan Cole on alancoley@yahoo.com

Simon News
Volunteer’s Corner
We will feature a new section each edition to
showcase the talents of our members and supporters. This will also be a place for any comments, ideas and suggestions.
Our Talented Cherry
On Saturday, 28 November, one of our co-workers Cherry Lee, also known as “The Bathroom
Girl” on YouTube.com, organised and participated in “a one-of-a-kind gathering of talent for
charity - Youtube's finest gig”, which took place
at The Distillers, in London.
All proceeds were split between humanitarian
charity Restless Beings (www.restlessbeings.org)
and the Community.
You can watch Cherry by typing her name in
YouTube. Our thanks for her support as a volunteer and for her very determined campaigning
efforts to raise awareness to the plight of homeless people.
New Website
As mentioned in the last edition, our new website
is now up and running.
We will features articles on the history and people involved with Simon. If you have any old photographs, stories or anything else which may be
of interest, please let us know.
There is also a "what we do" section explaining
all our outreach services, with map links to individual stop-off points for soup and tea runs and
also locations of street cafes. Please visit
www.simoncommunity.org.uk to check it out
yourself.

Thank you
We would like to express our deepest thanks to
all our volunteers, new and old, who help us, and
whose dedication and support make our work
possible.
We are also very grateful to our "corporate volunteers", namely the 28 employees from news
agency Bloomberg, who participated in our services from November 30 to December 9. Your support is much appreciated.
Thanks also to our regular donors: Pret A Manger,
daily supply of their surplus sandwiches; Marks &
Spencer (Hampstead Heath and Camden Stores),
daily supply of their surplus items since March
2009.
Special mention: Last week we received a £10.00
donation with the following text: “I have very little to send you, but I have supported you for
many years, HAPPY XMAS!”. Our reply is: "One
of the reasons we have been able to do the work
we do over so many years, is hugely thanks to
people like you who regularly donate small
amounts.”
Other donors: Bloomberg donated £5,000 as well
as 300 boxes of Christmas presents that will be
handed to the homeless people we meet. The
Embassy of the Republic of Poland.

Christmas schedule
Throughout the Christmas period all Simon outreach services and hospitality run as normal, with
the addition of daily morning tea runs from the
Thursday, December 24 through to Monday,
January 4. For more information visit the website.

We welcome your thoughts, comments,
story ideas and feedback.
If you want to get in touch, then please email
Simon Star editor Rebecca Evans on rebecca.c.evans@gmail.com
or visit our website www.simoncommunity.org.uk.
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Ways of Giving
Please complete this form and return it with your donation to:
The Simon Community
P.O. Box 1187
London
NW5 4HW
Alternatively you can make a secure donation online via our website,
why not visit us at: www.simoncommunity.org.uk
Using GIFT AID means that for every pound you give between 6
April 2008 and 5 April 2011 we get an extra 28p from the Inland
Revenue, helping your donation go further. You may cancel this
arrangement at any time simply by notifying us.

Title:

Initial:

Surname:

Address:
Post code:
Issue 111 • Christmas 2009

Please treat:
 The enclosed gift of £ _________ as a Gift Aid donation; OR
 All gifts of money that I make today and in the future as Gift Aid donations until
I notify you otherwise; OR
 All gifts of money that I have made in the past 6 years and all future gifts of
money that I make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations until I
notify you otherwise.
Signature:
Telephone:
Email:

Date:
Mobile:

/

/

Please notify us if you change your name or address OR if your circumstances change and you
no longer pay sufficient income tax and/or capital gains tax.
Please tick the appropriate box(es).

I would like:
 further information on including Simon in my will;
 I would like further information on volunteering as
a  trustee,  co-worker OR  worker;
 I would like to receive Simon Star by  email OR  post.
I enclose:
 a cheque/postal order made payable to “The Simon Community”.

