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WELCOME TO
T H E S I M O N S TA R

www.simoncommunity.org.uk
info@simoncommunity.org.uk

We hope that this summer
newsletter finds you all well.

020 7485 6639

It has been a bit of a mixed bag
here, we have had more covid, but
like last time it was contained and all
the outreach still got out.
Numbers have been higher than
before - but we have still been able
to get what we need out on the
streets thanks to the dedication of all
our volunteers.
THANK YOU
Bloomsbury Baptist Church
Noel Younger
MT Gibson-Watt
Maggie for the coats
Munday Cruising for cups & filing
cabinet
Wenzels
Mick Carroll
Nudge PR for potatoes and cups
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Thank you for reading this summer edition
of the Simon Star and for supporting the
Community. We use this newsletter to let
you know what is going on and invite you to
share your stories.

If you would like to update, edit or
remove your contact details then
please get in touch.
You can email us on admin@
simoncommunity.org.uk or call the
office on 07442306000

We have been planning things for
next year - we have put details of
some dates to remember on page 5
in preparation for the 60th.

Sadly we have lost a few people
recently, MT has written about Tony
Miles who died in April. Tony was a
founder member of the community
and was remembered as a
significant and colourful character.
We also remember Tim Younger who
was a volunteer in the 90s, we heard
recently that he had passed away.
However, our exciting news this
month is that we have a new
resident join us this June which
is the first since the start of the
pandemic. Mantas is settling in well
and doing a great job on streetwork.

If you would like to
volunteer with us and
come out on street
work, please get
in touch with us on
07442306000
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G o o d b y e To n y M i l e s

A Founding Member

Tony was born in 1939 and spent
his childhood in a variety of
childrens’ homes, his early years
complicated by the country being
at war. Anton met Tony through his
work as a probation officer in Bow
Street in the early 1960s.
Anton began to understand that
Tony, like many other people
who ended up in court, needed
more than 6 months in a halfway
house to help them overcome the
complex problems they had. That
understanding was crucial to the
idea of Simon.
So Tony was involved from
the very beginning and quickly
adopted Anton as ‘Dad’.Tony was
enthusiastic and energetic and
pitched in in all the various Simon
projects that he stayed in.
He also sometimes stayed at the
Wallich-Clifford Community in
Cardiff where the founder said
‘What a wonderful contribution
he made to so many people’s
lives during his. I was always
so pleased to see him when he
arrived, and unsurprised, but
saddened when, suddenly, he
wasn’t there anymore and

Community life, though maybe
calmer, was certainly less joyous
and exciting without him.’
After Anton died, Tony moved on
from the Community, working as a
doorman in the theatre and then in
the Royal parks, where he met the
Queen.
He met his wife Maureen
during this time and moved
to St Leonards-on-Sea where
he was actively involved in his
local community, supporting and
campaigning on various issues.
Fishing and music gave him
enormous pleasure.
The patience and love of his life
with Maureen and her extended
family gave him the stability he
had missed and that he deeply
appreciated.
MT Gibson-Watt

Anniversary Plans &
Dates to Remember
All the meetings - at the Board,
the Community meeting and at the
house - have been planning things
for this year and next year for the
60th anniversary.

Next year the 27th July marks what
would have been Anton’s 100th
birthday. We are celebrating this with
a guest picnic - more details about
times and venues nearer the time.

This year we are having a picnic
in Russell Square on Friday 5th
August. The last one we had was
three years ago because the
pandemic and we are keen to get
people together. We wanted to do
something in the summer when a lot
of other services take their break.

The main reunion party to celebrate
the 60th Anniversary will be on
Saturday 2nd September 2023. We
hope to see many of you there.

The last community meeting
this year will be on Monday 19th
December, which will also be a
Christmas get together .
The last picnic before the pandemic

R I P T i m Yo u n g e r
We are sorry to bring the news of
another loss that we have heard
about recently.
Tim Younger who was a live in
volunteer in the late nineties has
recently passed away.
Tim’s Dad, Noel, got in touch with us
recently to let us know. Our thoughts
are with Tim’s family and friends.

Simon Community

AGM
Saturday 20th August
Bloomsbury Baptist Church
Shaftsbuty Avenue
11am
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W H AT ’ S
GOING ON...
Out on street work we have seen
the numbers go up in the last
few months. To give an example,
in May last year we went out
13 times and saw 521 people.
This year we went out the same
number of times and saw 810. We
do see the same people regularly
so these numbers reflect our
interactions rather than individuals
- but it is a worrying increase
none the less. We are seeing a lot
of new faces too and speaking to
people that are in accommodation
but are isolated and lonely.
Things are going well at the
house. We said goodbye and
good luck to Stella in the usual
fashion last month as we waved
her off to her new adventure of
working on a strawberry farm
before she returns to university.
Our new live in volunteer James
joined us in May and we are
enjoying getting to know him.
We had an away day with the new
Board members and following
on from this at the Community
meeting we started making plans
for the 60th Anniversary next
year. This is going to include a big
reunion party in September 2023

so keep an eye out here for more
news of that. It would be lovely to
have as many people possible at
this get together to celebrate our
anniversary.
Poor Alan gave us quite a fright
at the end of April when he took
seriously ill with an infection and
was in hospital for weeks. We
are pleased to tell you he is very
much better and is happy to be
home.
And finally... Katie finished the
scarf that she started when the
pandemic knitting group began.
Knitting teacher Michael is
pleased with her progress and
we are all glad that she will have
a warm scarf just in time for
summer!

Stella reflects on her
volunteer experience
What a wild eight months it’s been!
I joined the community as a Liv last
August as part of my placement
module for my degree. I study
Clinical and Health Psychology at
Bangor University, so the move
from the quiet North Wales to
the colourful London was quite a
change!
I didn’t know a lot about
homelessness before moving into
the community, which was one
of the main things that drew me
to the role in the first place. My
specialism within psych is trauma,
so I was interested in exploring
how it manifested within the
homeless community.
The residential community was
also really exciting for me as I was
a resident in a few therapeutic
communities when I was a
teenager, so I was curious in what
it would feel like to go back to one
and almost give something back.
My time here has been so
enlightening and really opened my
eyes both to the wider systemic
issues surrounding homelessness,
but also the humility of the guests
themselves.

It’s been such a privilege to
have been welcomed into the
community and see the guests
start to trust you. I’ve made some
incredible memories here; from
the streetworks to the beautiful
moments from 129, to insightful
conversations and drag shows!
I’m excited to take on what I’ve
learned going forward and will
be forever grateful to have had
the opportunity to be part of this
community. I’ve learned a lot about
myself in my time here and it has
given me the space to reflect. I’m
truly going to miss living within the
community and I thank everyone
who made me feel so welcomed
and accepted.
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PLEASE GIFT AID
Y O U R D O N AT I O N

If you pay tax you can increase your donation at no
extra cost to you.
Title:		

First Name: 		

Surname:

Address:							

Post code:
‘I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each
tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax
year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the
charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of
tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008’

Signature:					Date:
Please treat:
The enclosed gift of £

as a Gift Aid donation; OR

All gifts of money that I make today and in the future as Gift Aid donations until I 		
notify you otherwise; OR
All gifts of money that I have made in the past 6 years and all future gifts of money
that I make from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid donations until I notify you
otherwise.

Please complete this form and return it with your donation to:
The Simon Community, 129 Malden Road, London, NW5 4HS.
Please tick here if you do not requre a receipt/ acknowledgement
All personal details are kept securely in line with GDPR regulations.
Alternatively you can make a secure donation online via our website:
www.simoncommunity.org.uk

