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The Simon Community has been in existence since 1963, when it was founded by Anton Wallich-Clifford, and 
is widely recognised as a pioneering charity from which the homelessness sector as we know it today grew. 
Below are the Founding Principles, which still guide our work and which set us apart from other charities in 
the field.  
 

 

Basic Founding Principles 
 

 The Simon Community is a Community of the "caring and cared-with" living, working and re-creating 
co-equally.  

 

 Simon is a venture in care, idealistic in concept, realistic in practice.  
 

 Simon is committed to caring and campaigning for and with the homeless and rootless and all of no 
fixed abode who individually and collectively create skidrow in Britain and elsewhere. It seeks to be a 
voice of the inarticulate and the silent suffering.  

 

 Simon is Catholic-founded and inspired, but it is completely ecumenical in action with members of 
all faiths and none, working with all faiths and none. Without "preaching" or "tracts" it aims to put 
into practice the simple gospel message and in its work it is Christ-centred.  

 

 Simon is a Movement of Concern and a Way of Life for all those unable to accept existing help or for 
whom no adequate provision exists and for those wishing to assist its Mission.  

 

 Simon is a group based structure.  
 

 Simon groups, projects and communities are structured on the leadership system with feedback and 
communication at all levels.  

 

 Simon aims not to undertake single sex work, except in very special circumstances. The Community 
may at any time comprise men, women couples and families.  

 

 Simon aims to run non-selective, open houses of hospitality, shelters and other experimental units 
based on the three-tier structure covering all breakdown patterns within the framework of the 
homeless and rootless. It seeks not to specialise except in exceptional circumstances, i.e. "wet 
shelter" work or a drug unit. N.B. Some selectivity does exist in order not to overbalance a group.  
 

 Simon is primarily committed to the long-term care and containment of the homeless and rootless 
and unemployable and does not overtly aim for "rehabilitation", nevertheless it maintains 
emergency short-term centres offering facilities and providing opportunities for assessing the needs 
of those residents who may be assisted in other ways.  

 

 Simon primarily accepts its resident members directly from the streets via its own tea runs and 
street mission.  
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 Simon does not run "hostels" since it is committed to running "houses" for the caring and cared-with 
co-equally. There are no "staff" - only workers and residents together creating community.  

 

 Simon will not part a resident and his/her animal on admission.  
 

 Simon seeks never to duplicate work which any other body would and could do more effectively. 
Simon comes in where others leave off to meet the need where the need is greatest. Simon 
frequently sets up, sponsors and runs projects and then withdraws, leaving a new independent 
venture in its field.  

 


